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WOMEN IN THE HOSPITALS

Pad Conditions That Prevailed Be-
fore They Came on the Scene.

Repulsive Duties Heroically Performed
Under Stress and Strain, agd Some-
times at the Risk of Life,

Some poet once ventured to remark thas

“I'he world knows nothing of its grealeas
men,” and he might have added with trath,
“less of its noblest wowmen.” Solomor’s
song to his aweetheart, the church, 1s not
too bighly attuned for praise of the splen-
did women who have spent their lives in
endeavor te lighten ths burdens of ba-
manity, bat not many of these women have
fonnd eandaring places 1m bhistory. More
particularly is this the case 1n the history
of the American people. Among women of
all countries and climes throunghout the
agea of human history, an intense and
passicnate love of country, holding for the
time all other ties in abeyance, has been a
ecommon trait of character, but 1o no in-
stance waa this ever so conclusively dem-
onstrated as in the war of the rebellion. It
18 impossible to overestimate the amount
of consecrated work they did, " It was
pot such a hard matter at the firat for
men, bnoyed up with enthusiasm, martial
musiec and the plaudits of the people to
mrarch to the cannon’s mouth under iron
hail, but for the women who waited in
desolate homes it was the most exqnisite
suflering. For them the sun that set on
Samter at the end of that mid April day
oarried out into starless night the light of
their lives. Men haa no time to think of

danger until 1t was past or eternally too
late. In the dull round of existence in the

North, wheve all energies were paralyzed
for the flirst few wmonths, days of anxiety
pucceeded sleepless nights, and corroding
suspense ste 118 way into tender women's
bhearts, Jeaving scars that tine can never
eflace. Then the reaction set in. After giv-
ing all they had to give, husbands and lov-
ers, Tathers and sons to feed the monster of
givil war, they proceeded to organize re-
Jhief for them, and they did 1t with a self-
controlled and rational consideration of
the wisest and Lest means of accomplish-
iog their purpose which astonished the
world., There was visible no mawkish
pentimentality, no spasmodic display of

pelf-emulating pride, Thoy demonstrated
American women to be in high degree the

produets and representatives of a new
social era and a new political development.

They forgot the ban of sex, the bar of
social custom, All other interests were
overshadowed by the one idea—loyalty to
the flag and succor for its defenders.
There were many women whoshouldered
muskets and carried colors while storming
aredoubt or rallying stampeding forces;
who marched through Bouthern swamps
and bivouacked on battle fieids, but while
the loyal heart will always apvland the

intense and passionate love of country
which Jled to these manifestatiopa of
patriotic real there must ever remaina
yuestion of their expediency. A far nobler
thhough less demounstrative manifestation
of patriotic devotion than this 18 that
which prompted women to go amondg the
sick and wonnded, to minister to them in
the lield and bhospital. To do this required
s force of character of a rare kind, said
caes who was speaking of the npoble
work of the bhospita! narses. They were
really heroines. They conguered their
feminine secsibility at the sight of blood
and wounds; their native antipathy to dis-
order, conlusion and vivlence, snbdued the
rebeliious deheacy of their more exquisite
senses, hived coarsely, snd dressged and
slept radeiy; they stadied t¥ capricea of
men to whom their tiea werd simply ha-
man, men who wero often 1gnorant, feeble-
minded and raving with paiun and fever or
, disgusting with pegiscted woanda and
mangled limbs. Thneir position was always
equivocal, open to eriticisam and suspicion,
aund could be justified vuly by their ande-
niable and conapicuous merits,

BEGIANING THE WORK.

Though war had long been talked, no-
body Lelieved that it woald come to conflict
of arme, and Uull Run's defeat shook ap
the North hike an earthquuke's shook. It
also demounstrated the utler inadequacy of
the government hospital service in the
event of prolonged strife, which very few
anticipated even then, but the women of
the Nerth bhad been organizing for emer-
gency andecame directly to the front. Just

fivedays alter the fall of Sumtera soldiers’
aid society was organized in Cleveland.
When the June roses blovmmed every loyal
State n the Union had sooivties of the
same natore, and tbhe Secretary of War,
uiter mugh importuning, bad given grudg-
ing recognition to the great organization
known ss the Sanitary CUommission, ol
which nstitution women were the main-
spring and the mechasnism. The govern-
went seemed to see dimly that it bhad
& large econtrasct on 18  hands
and tuat women mightdo “to till np the
ehinksa.” lhus it came about that Miss
Dorothea L. Dix, of Worcester, Mass,, was
spoointed by Seoretary of War Cameron as
supcriutendent of femnale narses. Miss | hix
Was & unique charscter. She bad spent
several years 1n investigating the condi-
twon of prisons, insape asylums and poor
houses, and was devoted to pbilanthropie
work. She was pot at'large woman, and
looked to bave s delicate constitution. She
was gifted with & low, sweeat voice and
bad winning ways, and ber lace at that
time retained a rompant of girlish besuty.
She was the embodiment of push and
energy. and bad very lLittle use for men,
whiie they had even less use for her., and
the twe pever could work 1n harmony.
They were probably jealous of her power,
Which was great; certsinly impatient of
her anthority, and scensed her of being
arbitrary, opinmonated, s=vere and ecapri-
cious, She waa probably all of these,
bat, deapite that fact, she was, withal,
sure to be right sod very few men, or
women either, reached her ideal. Miss Dix
received no salary, vat devoted herself to
this srand work withont remnuneration. As
puperintendent of female army nurses Miss
1'ix was suthorized to receive all apolioas-
tlons and pass upon tue qualilications of
those desirous of taking upon themselves
thedaites of hospital service,

In the mighty endeavor to push the sd
work much of the etiort was misdirected,
and committves were fbnally appointed 1o
Visit the hospitals 1o end arounnd Waeahing-
ton and sce what conla be dGone to remedy
exisiingeviis in management of hospital
suppliea, Mra. A. H. Hogs and Mrs, Mary
A. Lavermore, of Uhivago, were ameng the
pamoer. Mrs Livermore said of her tour
smoung the hospitals: “L'he awfal condi-
tion ol the wournded and discased poldiers
was appalling. The hospital arrangements
in the early part of the war were pitifel
avd lnadequsate, a8 wers the facilities for
transportation. Any building was conaid-
ered it for a hospital, aud the sutiering on-
gurced by ariny pationts In the unsuitable
Buliviuds inte whieh they Wepse Crowdedg
during the first 3 ear of the war can never
Le estimated.”

Helore the war there was no such estab.
halituent a8 5 ¢eneral hospital 1o the army.
All mulitary hospitals were post hosoitels,
andd the largest contained forey beds, L here
was no trained esficient medical stafl am-
plosed by the goverpment, and no well-
instructed nurses nor sick-diet kitehous.
Neither was thera » vrompt suppiy of
proper medicines, or means of humanely
transporuing the sick and wounded.

Ahe wur bad bLeen 1o progress nearly a
year and a ball. Baull Kun bad been fol-
lowed by Fort lleary, ort Donelaon, Xhi-
lobh, Fort Pillow, Fair Oaks, Manussas apd
Autietam, MNotwithstanding the awiul
sianghier of | nmion mwen 1In the buttles
mentioned, the government
be nbsclutely pars.yzed 8O {ar
as looking alter the saunitary condi-
tion i 11 Ltroops wus coucerucd. A soldier
wrots frow: the camp hospital near Wash-
ingten, under date Novw, 12, 1s6): *“Ugr
Bosulinles are so Lad that the men fight
sguinst being sent to them. They will nos
g0 until they are tomoveiled, and many
brave it ont and die 1o eswmp, | really be-
lieve they are more comfortable snd better

cared for 1n ecamp with their comrades than
in hospitals. The food is the same 1n both
places, snd the mediral treatment the
same, when there 1s any. In the hospital
the sick men e ou rotten siraw; in the
camp we provide clean hemlock or pine
boughs, with the stems ocut out, or busks
when we can ‘jerk’ themm from s secesh
cornlisld. In the hospitals the nurses are
convaulescent soldiers, so nearly sick themm-
selves that they onghtto be in the wards,
and from their feebleness they are salfish
end sometimesishuwwan in their treatment
of patients.”

MES, LIVERMORE'S INVESTIGATION,

The letter was written while McClellan
was still “strategizing’’ nnd the war hardly

begun. In December, 1562, Mra. Livermore
found that this state of aflairs still con-
tinued. She visited the bospitalcamp near
Alexandria, known as “"Camp Misery.” and
found there 12600 convalescent soldiers

sulfering for lack of food, clothing and fuel;
in apothier camp hospital 500, and 11 all the
milisary bhospitals sround Washington,
nombering sbout forty, she found 30,000

sick ana wounded soldiers, to whom the
attention bestowed on Northern catule
would have been a boon. It would have at
least aflorded them food, shelter and
clean straw for bedding. Jlost of
the poor fellows were poorly clad,
without blankets, straw or money,
thnugh many of them had balf
& year's pay duoe them. They were
lodged, rightin the midst of a severe win-
ter, in Sibley ten s of the smallest pattern,
five or six to a tent, without floors or fires,
or means sf making any, samid deep mud or
frozen clods. They were obliged to cook
their own food and obtain their own fuel.
They siept on the bare groand, or, when it
rained, in the muad., Their food was the
apinviting reation provided for healthy
men. The surgeons only visitea the hospi-
tal of the camp, and that once a day. As
it was full and running over, many who
were seriously 1ll were turned away each
day, to remain in their fireless and bediess

on what they had seen, and the resnit in
money and sapplies wasthe means o! keep-
ing the women in the hospitals, where

their very presence acted like an elixir to |

the “boys.” Intluemtial women, notably
Mrs. Livermore, Mother Bickerdy ke, Aunt
Beeky "omeroy and Mrs, Harris went to
President Lincoln and besounght his per-

sonal intercession in behalf of better hos-

ital service, which wasat last secured,

ut not until thousands of brave lives bad
boen saeriticed.

While the women in the North were
stitching prayers in the seams of shirts,
bedewing linen bandages with their tears,
and reading war news while they held thewr
babies and knitted woolen socks, the no
whit braver women who had taken up the
work in the South were layizg youth, good
looks and livea on the alter of loyalty as
they braved the rebel bLullets, malarial
swamp marches and camp fevers. Among
the bravecamp followers, or “‘camp angels,”
as the soldiers oulled them, was Mrs. I, Il
Spencer, of New York, who enlisted with
ber nasband, though her sex forbude en-
rollment, Her first taste of the life of bard-
sbips was on bLer arrival in Washington,
when, iv lien of a bed and room, she slept
on » Lench outside the door of the ''Sol-
diers’ Hear.,” and when her husband went
to the front she went slong. She was a
dering horsewoman, and, when the
troops were wunder marching orders,
she rode her horse, carrying her
bedding, cooking utensils, & scausy supply
of clothing, and abont three hundred and
fifty pounds of supplies for the sick. In
addition to these, she took charge of huoge
piles of coats belonging to the weary men.
bhe went on numberless foraing exvedi-
tions, and never fuiied to come back load-
ed down with delicacies for the siek and
wounded, for whom she tenderly cared. At
Wind Mili Point, Belle Plain, Gettysbarg,
and on the HKappabannock, after the Wil-
derness, Mrs, Spencer aud her “borseback
hospital” did splendid serviee,

At Marfreesboro, two seminariss, a ool-
lege, & large bloek of stores and ahotel were
taken for hospitals, and in thess the women
did yeoman service, They imorovised beda,
foragea for supplics, prepared dainty

tenta. Of all this Mrs. Livermore said:
“such destitution, squalor and helpleas-
ness | never beheld.”

This was the condition of affairs when
the women took bhold of the hospital
service in 1262, but up to that time, because
of no organized efiort, not much had been
done except to ecrowd hospital wards with
women nurses, who, having no aanthority,
wele simply “‘superior nuredes,” unable to
correct glaring evils, save in & few notable
instances. Mother Bickerdyke, who was
in the tield as early as May, 1861, would
bave quarreled with President Lincoln had
he opposed her cherisbed plans, but that
he never did. She had to appeal to bim
several times over the general of the
armies and pever failed to get what she
wanted. Miss Amy bradley was another
who came negr ranking the general. Then,
in rapid sussession, come Miss Clara Bar-
ton, Mrs. Mary Morris Husband, Mrs, Adelia
New, Mrs. Sarah P. Edson, Mrs. Eliza
U, Porter, Mrs. Fanoy L. Kicketts and Mrs,
John Harrns., These women went ahead,
and did what tney thought to be right.
They had vno desire to be known as law-
breakers, but they tied government red
tape into such hard kpotsthat government
ollicials had to cut 1t into very smal !pleces
sometimes tomakeit cover thedepredations
of these loyal women, who, week in and
week out, for four long years, found their
work within bearing of the enemy’s guns,
and often in sight of them. Sometimes
retreating ('nion lines would leave the
rudely-constructed hosvitals within range
of the enemy’'s guns, and bursting shbells
wounld tinish the dread work began at some
earlier period of the engagement.

The field lhoapitals were so crude that
they hardly deserved 20 kind & name, but
woman’s ministrations helped to make
them better, Mrs. Eliza C. Porter, of llli.
nois, who was ciosely associated with
Mother Bickerdyke in ull her work, was
with bher at the battle of Riogold, Ga.,
where, st General Logan’s beadyuarters,
they took care of the wounded as they
were brought fromn the fleld. In an old les-
ter of Mrs, Porter's the following deserip-
tion of these inoidents conuected with that
oue field was found: "The Lospitals were
quickly and roughly prepared in the for-
ost, us near the field as safety wouald per-
mit. What a scene was presented. ['re-
cions sons of Northern mothers, beloved
husbande of Northern wives were already
here to undergo amputation, to Lave
wounds probed and dreased, or broken
limbus set and bandaged. Some were writh-
ing ander the surgeon’s knife, bat
bore their safferings Dbravely and
uncomplsiningly. There were many
who considered theirr wounds slight,
such as a shot through the hand
arm or leg, which, but for the contrast
with severer cases, would seem dreadful.
Never was presence of women more joy-
fully welecomed, It was touching to ses
those precious boys looking up mto our
faors with such hope and ¢ladness, as Mrs.
Beckerdy ke and myself assisted 1o dress-
ing their wounds. We assisted in the oper-
ations, too, After doing what we conld in
boapital No, 1 to render the condition of
the poor fellows tolerable, we proceeded to
No, 2 and did what we could there, diatrib-
nting oor sanitary comforts in the most
economical manner, so a8 to make them go
as far as possible. We found that what
we brought in the ambulance whas giving
untold comfort to our poor, exhausted,
wounded men whose rough hospital
couches wers made of pins boughs, with
the stems cut out, spread upon the ground,
over whiweh their blankets were thrown.
I'bis forms the bed; the poor fellows’
blouses, saturated with their own blood,
is their only pillow, their knapsacks br-lnF
left Lehind, when they went fato battle.”

WOMEN AT WuRR.

Out doors, under o burning snn, a camp
fire was set burning, and 1n a kettle such
as they could find, and of no great capac-
ity., they made cofies and mush, cooked
dried fruit and vegetables, toiling unwear-

fedlv through the Jong hot days and far
into thenights. Whilecarning for the thon-

sands of wounded and dead at this battle
these heroic women—who had prototypes
in almost every field hospital 1n the war—
slept on a bed composad of dry leaves, over

which wase spread a rubber blanket, witha
goarse blanketsuch as the soldiers carried
to cover them. From Kingaton, Ga., Mra
Porter wrote: “*We have received, fed and
comforted at this hospital auring the pass
weex between foar thensand and fivethou-
sand meon, and still they come! All the
food and elothing have passed under our
supervision, and, indeed, every garment
bas Leen given out Lv our handa. Almost
every article of special diet has been
cooked by Mrs. Dickerdyke persounally, snd
all bus been superintended by her.”

Mrs. Livermore and Mrs. Hoge went 1nto
the field hospitals with the other brave
women sand made soup, administered med-
icines, praved with the dyving, wrote let.
ters for the helplesa, folded quiet Laods
over pulseiess besrts and saw that the dead
had decent bLarial. While these earnest
women iabored together first in oue field
and then in another, they thought ont and
talked over plans whereby they could
bring nbont reformas in the hospital service
in both camp and field. They saw plainly
that what was done mnst be worked oat
by the people through 1bhe ghannels of the
aid avcieties and the Sanitary Commission,
Thousands of women were offering their

| servioes aa nuorses, bat, 1o the chaotie con-
seemed to

ditron of =ailairs, with the government
actuslly obstrneting the way to more elti-
cient work, there was nothing for the
women to do sod nothing to pay themn
with if they did work. The zovernmeut
even begrndged them “room and board.”
The women sent to the seat of war de-
cided unanimoualy that*ihe thing todo

dishes to tempt the poor wounded wretches,
held legs and arms while the surgeons
sawed them off, washed wounnds. held
hands while death’'s sbhadow crept over
mangled bodies, and 1n every way proved
themeelves to be ministering angels,

HOKRORS OF GETTYSBURG,

At Gettysburg the scene after the battle
was iundescribable, vet imto its blood-
drenched field went the women on their er-
rand of mercy. The rebels had left eight
thonsand wounded to the tenderness and
metey of those whose bomes, a few days
before, they had threatened to burn, and
whose government, liberty and Constitu-
tion they hoped to see topple into the dust.

More than 13,000 lcyal men were wounded,
80 that on tuat fiela were 22000 safiering,
bleeding, dyiug wen, They were 1n want
of everything that can comfort, assunge
pain, or lift and 1i1luminate the shadow
tbat came over them us they went down
into the dark wvalley. IT'he two armies
bad marched for many a long, hot
day under a broiling sun and
through clouds of duast, From Juane 1),
when the federal general broke camp at
Falinoath, till the 4th of July. when the
1ssue had been wet and decided, it had
been one swiit sucecession of long, forced
marches, growing longer and more streng-
ous, to end only 1n the forces being plunged
into the bloodieat battle of the war,
The sun shone fierce!y on the dusty
landscape, 1ts rugged ontline splattered
with blood and unshaded by a friendly
tree. There the 2.000 woanded lay—no
food, or help or eheer of any kind except
such as the womenconld give. [T'he medi-
cal corps bad moved southward with the
ATy, »xpecting another great battle near
the Potomac,. and the greater part of the
immense duty of caring for all these
wounded devolved on voluntary charity,
the unpaid goodness of those hundreds of
noble souls, both men aud women. who
were srekingno reward bLut an approving
conscience and the final DbLeunedic-
tion, “luasmueh as ye have done
it unto one of these.” While
the Dbattle was raging the work of
gathering the wounded bewan, and the
field hospitals were soon tilled, while all
kEinds of makes!1its to shelter the wounded
sud dying were resorted to, It wasa noble
work, Indeed, that the women dia here.
They made soup by the barrelful, and cottee
in the saame yenerous quantity, to revive
the famished aud thiraty men who were
brought in alive, and, ns fast as possible,
helped to wash and dress the wounded.
For four long weeks in that hot July and
August they kept ap this work, and han-
dreds cf men owe their lives to-day to tha
verson | onre of sel’ sacrilicing women,
;no la oredin the field hospitals ut Gettys.
ury.

Another branch of the hoapital service in
which women were the most prominent
factors wus the “hospital tranaport” serv-
ice, When the Army of the Potomas re-
moved from the high landsaliout Washing-
ton to the low, warshy and miasmatio
region of the Peninsula, 1t reguired butg
little discernment to predict that exten-
sive slckness would prevail among
the troops. This, and the certainty
ol sanguinary batties soon to ensue, which
would multiply the wounded bLeyoud all
previous precedents, set the Ssanitary Com.
missicn, and more particulariv the women
connected with 18, to begying the Quarter-
master-general to allow the commission to
take in hand some of the steamboats of his
departmeunt, of which o large number were
At the time lying 1dle, to fit them up and
furnish them in ail respects snitable for
the reception and care of sick and wonnded
men, providing surgeons and other neoss-
#ary attendanne without cost to the gov-
ernment. Aftertedions delays a grudging
consent was given. Bat the government
was vaciliating io 1ts mavagement of theao
vessels, and oiten took them away from
e commission just when partiaily or
whoily fitted up, on the plea of requiring
them for some other purpose, and assign-
ing another vessel, often poorly adapted to
theirservice, on board of which the labor
of fitting and supply must again be under-
gone, when that, too, would be with-
drawn, The government npever did do
itsduty by 1ts sick aud wounded, and what
it did accomplish was npon suoh » red-tape
military basis that 1t was umpossible to
five the patients anythine like home eare,
A great deal of the time the government
hospitals were hardly better than prisons,
bacanse of unserupulous contractors and
time-servers who joined issoe in treachery
and stealing. Owing to this course of the
government the hospital transports were
often places of tiendish torture,

A SHOCKING PICTURE,

Mrs. Harrls, who went on Loard the Van-
derbilt at l'air Oaka, which boat was at
that time tarned over for hospital trans-
vort service, descrived theawful condition
of the sick and wounded as follows: *“Sev-
eral women were assigned to each of theae
hospital boats. Aund, oh, the work we
found ready forna. When we went on the
Vauderbiit eight bhandred men were on
board, and no preparation bad been made
for them. FPassage ways, siale rooma,
floors, from the dark and fatid
bold to the bharricane deck, were
all more than filled; seme on mattresses,
somte on bhlar kets, others on straw: some 10
the death siraggle, others neuring i1; some
already bevond human sympathy and heip;
some 10 their biood as they had been
brought from the battieiieid of the Sab-
bath previous, and ail hungry and thirsty,
not having had anything to eat or drink,
except '!mnl eraokers, for tweniv-four
bours, ‘Thus these mammoth tloating hos-
pitals were coming in from day to day with

was to rouss the North to do its duty by | their precions cargoes. Withont previous

:po Sanitary Commission, So back o the
North shey wendk They loctured and wrote

notice they snobor and send to the medioal
director for supplics which 1t would be exe.

.

s bagged for lign.d food.

tremely diffienit to provide even in our
'‘arge cities, and quite 1mpessible here.
‘For sod’s sake, give us bread,’ came from
many of the wonnded soldiers as we went
on board., Others, shot in the face or neck,
With indignation,
shame and sorrow blending, we tarned
away to see what resonrces we counld mos-
ter to meet the demand. A box of tea a
barrel of corn meal, sundry parcels of dried
fraits, & few erackers, ginger cakes, dried
rusk, sundry jars of jelly and pickles were
seized upon. SNoldiers and econtrabands
wers impressed intoservice, all the cook:n
arrangementsof three familiesappropria

by permission, and soon three pounds of
tea were bolling and many gallons of gruel
blubbering, In the meantimesll the bread
we counld buy 1n the towu—0id Point Com-
fort—twenty-tive loaves, wers cut into
alices and jellied, pickles were got in readi-
ness, and in an incredibly short time we
were back on the beat with the poor suf-
ferers. * * * When we had dealt out
pearly all the bread, a surgeon came 1n and
eried, ‘Do please keep some for the poor

fellows in the hold; they are so badly off

for everything.,’ So we lefs the ravenous
boys and with the remnant of food remain-
ing threaded onr way througn the sufier-
ing erowd, amid such exelamations as "Oh,
piease don't touch my foot! or ‘For God’s
sake don’t touch my arm; another,
‘Please don’t move the blanket—I"m so ter-
ribly cat up,’ and on down to the hold,
where were 150 very sick men, It was hike
plunging nto a vapor bath, so hot, close,
and full of moistare, and so vile with hor-
rible smells. We doled out onr bread,
pickles, oranges and tea, which was carried
around in a bucket; 1t had suagar, but no
milk. FPoor, mangled feliows! They were
#0 radiantly gratitied for the mean service,
but the best that we could give them.”

Another field filled by women in the hos-
pitalservice was that of snperintendent of
the “"diet kitchens.” The plan was orig-
inated by Mrs, Annie Wittenmeyer, and
she received special orders from the War
Department to establish them in all the
geuneral hospitals of the government and
free transportation for her materials. The
Oesign of the kitchen was to have prepared
for the men who were under treatment
such articles of food and delicacies as are
grateful to the sick and at the same time
may be allowed with safety. They were
first adopted in the Department of the
Cumberland, then in that of the Miasissip-
p1, and the results were so unexpectedly
beneficial that Mrs. Wittenmeyer was
asked to extend the work to the Army of
the Potomne, This she did in the winter
of 1854, and continued it nntil the war
closed, The women who were in this de-
partment were many of them from the
highest circles of society—educated, re-
fined and accomuplished—and they per-
formed their labors under the direction of
the surgeons, who appointed their stations
asnd approved their preparations.

THE CLOSING SCENES,

The closing scenes in this hospital drama
were even more tracic than any thas had
gone before, and, as in every chapter from
the birth to the death, women were there
to soothe and succor. The following s from

a letter dated at Annapolis, Deo. 8, 1804,
where ita writer, Mrs. Lydia G. Parrish,

was stationed by the Sanitary Commaission
to matronize the work of caring for the

home-coming prisoners: “I was early at
the landing, 8 and a balf o'clock in the
morning, before the Loat threw out hber
ropes for sccurity, The lirst one brought
two hundred bad cases, which the naval
surgeon told me shonla properly go to the
bhoapital near by, were 1t not that others
were coming, every one of whom was in
the most wretched ocondition imaginable,
They were, therefore, sent in ambulances
to Camp Parole Hospital, distant
two miles, after being washed and
fed at the barracks. In 5
short time suother Dboatload drew
near. and oh! anch a scene of suffering ha-
manity | desire never to behoid again. The
whole deck was o bed of straw for our ex-
bhaasted, starved, emaciated, dying fellow-
creatures, Of the 550 that lelt Savannah,
the surgeon informed me notover two hun-
dred would survive; tifty bad died on the
passage, three died while the boat was
coming to land. |l saw tive men dying as
they were carried on stretchers from the
boit to the naval hospital. Stretchers were
provided, and esch haa four attendants,
who stood in line and came up promptly,
one after the other, to receive the sullerers
as they were carried oft the boat. There
was no confusion, no noise; all asoted with
perfert military order, Ch! 1t was & sol-
emn funeral service to many a brave sol-
dier that was thus being performed by kind
hearts and bands,

“Some had become insane; their wild
gaze and ¢linched teeth convinced the ob-
gerver that reason had ftled; others were
1diotic; a few lying in spasms; vperhaps the
renlization of the hope long cherished, yvot
oft geferred, or the welcome sound of the
music sent forth by the military band waa
more than their exhausted nature could
besr. When blankets were thrown over
thepi no cne would bhave supposed that a
human form lay beneath, save for the
smuall prominences which the bony head
and feet indicated., "On! God of justice,
whatretribution awaits the perpetrators of
suoh slow and awful murder.

“1I'he hair of some was mattea together,
like beasts of the stall, wnich lis down 1n
their own fiith, Vermin are over them.
Nearly every man was darkennd by sourvy,
or black with roungh scales and with scor-
butic sores, One in pariicalar was reduced
to the merest skeleton, hia face, neck and
feet covered with thick green mold. A
number whno bad goveroment ciothea given
them on the boat wers too feeble to put
them on, and were earried ashore partially
dressed, huggiog their clothing with a
death grasp that they conld not be per-
suaded to yield. It was not infrequent to
hear & man feebly call. as he Iaid on a
stretcher, “Don’t take my clothes!” *Oh
save my new shoes,” *“Dont let my socks
go back to Andersonviile” In their wild
death struggle, with bony arms and hands
extended, they would bold up their new
socks, that could not be put on because of
their swollen limbs, sayving, “Save'em till |
goet home. In a little whiile, however, the
sonls of many were released from their
worpont frames and borne to that higher
bome where all things are registered fora
great day of acconnt.”

Amid scenes like these the loyal women
of the North, assisted by a bandial of brave
Soathern sisters went about doing God’s
own work in the fileld, ecamp and transpors
hospitals of the war of the rebellion, Hun-
dreds of thoee who labored thus are name-
less 1n history, but the recording anwel
keeps a muster roll which shere is no gain-
saying, and on 1ts clean white pauges the
nawes that gleam brightest are those of
the self-sacriticing women who did *'hos-
pital service” for Unecle Sam.
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HOW THE CUMBERLAND WENT DOWN,

Gray swept the ancry waves
O'er the gallant and the trae,
Rolled high in mounded ecraves
O'er the stutely frigate's crow—
Over cannon, over deck,
Over all that ghastly wreck—
When the Cuwberlaud went down,

Buch a roar the waters rent,
Asthouzh a glant dled,
When the wailing inllows went
Above thiose heroes tried:
And the sheeted foawn leap”! ngh,
Like white ghosts ngninst the sky—
As the Cumberiand went down.

Oh! shrieking waves that gushed
Above that loyal band,
Your eoid, cold buriul rushed
O'er many a heart on land;
And from all the startled North
A cry of pain went forth
As the Cumsberland went down.

And ancient woods, that gave
A thousand years of power
To her lordship of the wave
And her beauty's regal dower,
Bent. as though before a blast,
When plunged her pennoned maast,
And the Cumnberiand went down,

And grimy mines that sent
To her their virgin strength,
Andiron vigor lent
To kuit her lordly lencth,
Wildly stirred with throbs of lifs
Echoes of that fatal strife,
As the Cawmberiand wept down,

Beneath the ocean vast
Full muay a captain bold
By inany a roliing mast,
And admiral of old,
Rollid restiess in his grave,
AS be felr the =obbing wave,
When the Cumberland went down,

And =tern vikings that lay,
A thousand years at rost,
Ino mauy a deep-bive bay
Boueath the Baulile's breast,
Leap'd on the stlver sands,
And aslivok their rusty brandes,
As the Cumberiand went down,

Dreining weleome in deep bowls
To their culldren, they, the brave,
Wuoe had given ruyal ~ouls
A starry tlag to save,
When decks were blotted red,
With the dying and the dead,
As the Cumberlaud weut down,
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NATIONAL AND STATE HOMES

Where the Veterans Pass Their
Declining Years in Comfort.

The Nation Has Been Generous, and
Twenty of the States Have Followed
the Example of the Government,

In the matter of carlog for its defenders the
United States government has been prompt
and liberal. Even before the Southern Con-
federacy had concluded to lie down and die
steps had been tsken to house and care for
the maimed and helpless wrecks of the eivil
war, and just one month before Lee’s surren-
der President Lincoln signed the bill which
insured the noblest testimonial to the brave
soldier boys that ever was known in the his-
tory of the world, It was the aot creating the
National Soldiers’ Home.

In 1843, after the oclose of the Mexican war,
Gen, Winfield Seott saw that some national
asylum for wounded and sick soldiers, such as
the Hotel Des Invalides in Paris or the Green-
wich Hospital in Eogland, was much needed
in this country, and through his e’orts the
Soldiers’ Home in Washington was established,
It was at first styled a Military Asylum, and
has aiways been used for the siek and disabled
of the regular army, though volunteer veter-
ans are sheltered there at times, On the plan
of thie firet military asylum the National Sol-
diers’ Home was erected, "

If the United States is taken for an example
it cannot be said that republics are ungrateful,

‘during the season,

artists love to pisture. From a wide veranda
in front of the chapel ihere is a hill to whieh
the survivors of Zst’geburg point with pride
as being the counterpart of “Little Rouadrop.”
The buildings about the home, which is second
ounly to Dayton, have accommodations lor over

3,000, and are constructed of a fine red briek |

made at the home kilus, an indosiry whieh is
growing, The arenitecture is Gothie and all
modern improvements have been intreduced,
There is & beautiful little theater with several
set of soepery, whish was painted by one of the
veterans, and excellent companies are booked
The chapel is & reversible
affair like Stookton’s pioture. The Protestant
pulpit ana Bible occupy one end and the
Catholic altar the other, The vetersns face the
Protestant Empoundar of the gospel in the
morning and in the afternoon flop the seats
over, and, resolutely casting ail appearance of
Protestantism behiad them, listen to Catholie
doetrine, The novel plan works like a charm.

The buildings are ali stesm Leated, and they
have their own electrio plant, as well as shops
for various industries, where the old feilows
who cap and want may ply their trade, There
is a fine library and reading room, One of the
striking leatures of the Leavenworth lHome is
the beautilui memorial window, & lifesize
representation of General Grant on horseback.
Maybe the old fellows don't say their prayers
to it, but there are lots of them who wonld
countit no sin, and syme of them never pass it
without saluting. The 640 acres comprising
the home grounds were donated by the city of
Leavenworth and a bonus of 50,000,

At Santa \Monioa, Cal,, is another branch
called the Pacifie- Home. It was estabiished
on the coast largely for the inva ids who need
the bracing salt air. It is near Los Angeles,
aud has acoommodations for 700. It is na
subtropical latitude, on a plsteau at the foot
of the Sierra Madre, and the shimmery silver
green of the Paeifie, sail dotted and island
gemmed, spreads out before it,

The newest branch of the home is at Marion,
Ind. It is picturesguely situated on the Mis-
sissinewa river, a tributary of tne Wabash, It
comprises twelve handsome stone barracks,
with wide verandas around them, Jtis lighted
aud heated by vatural gas. The grounds are

DAYTON SOLDIERS’

HOME, .

The ever-swelling pension rolls are one evi-
dence of gratefulness; and while money oan-
pot be calied adequate compensation for the
injuries sustained in the civil war, it has its
consolations and certainly tendyg to make life
easier for thousands who wouid else inhabit
poorhouses, Add to actual money reimburse.
ment the splendid national and State homes,
and the United States towers above all the na.
tions of the earth in her care and solicitude
for the old soldier, Up to the present time
the government has been in the hands of the
peopie, who love ana honor the defenders ol
tae flag, and no appeal in their behalf has been
unheeded, but, “The old order changeth, yield.

ing place to new,” and the signs of the the
t:mes are that loya'ty to flag snd ecountry are
no louger passports to favor when the Con-
federacy is in the saddle, Fortunately the
bome is &n established fact,

The Central Home, and the first one estab-
lished, is located at Dayion, O,, and is one of
the pictureaque places of the country. It cov-
ers nearly a section of iand and has accommo-
dations for 5,000 veterans. A more ideally
beautiful spot never existed, The grounds
are diversified with parks and lakes, caves and
grottoes., lountmins sparkle in the sunlight
and flowers of all hues brighten every portion
of the domain, which is traversed by thirty-
two miles of broad avenuss, each one named
for a State, The buildings are elegantly de-

signed, and as neariy as possible sre perfect in |

sanitary and scientific appliances. I'he Day-
ton Home is a small government in itself, ruled
by a Governor. It has everything that goes to
make & firsi-class eity, with the industries of a
city, including hespitals, chapels, postoifies,
blackswith shop, bakehouse, earpenier, kit
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Barrncks ! Marion, Ind., Home,

ting, harness, paint, shoe, wsuspeuder and
tailor shops. There is a library with over
eightezn thousand volumes in it, and newspa-
pers from sll over the worid; they have a fine
theater, a hookbindery and a printing office.
The buildings are steam heated and hghted
with naturai was, Wide verandas around the
pavilions, hospital and barracks afford delighte
fully coo retreats in summer, The hospital
has ample accommodation and skilled atiend-
ants, and if sarroundings have any eflect the
old buliet wounds and saber s ashes have
strong rivals for attention iuside the well-kept

wards.
For amusements there is the museum, the

art gallery, billiard hall, shooting gallery, iu-
deed it matters not what the predilection the
wan must be worse than a erank who fails to
find his sounl’s sincere desire some place about
that splendid home,

THE NATIONAL BRANCIHES;

There are six branches of the National Home,
the 'ar Easiern one being at Togus, Me., where
2,500 men oan be taken ecare of. Its grounds
are artist ¢, nnd a well-kept deer park is one of
its promineat features, There are also fine
greenhouses.

The Southern IHome is st Hampton, Va.
This is the place for the velerans whose lungs
don't enjoy the rigors of Northern winters,

Mesa H-I Kitebie Barrancks.

The buildings are hisioria. A marble s.ab set
in the wall i one of the galleries reiates that
it was dedicated in 1254 as the "“Chesapeake
Female Seminary.” The bullings are low,
old-fashioned atiairs and the grouunda are
washed by the blue Atlantie, There are asout
2500 veterans there, aud always a long list
waiting » transler to Hampton,

The Milwaukee Homwe, which cares for about
2,500, is known as the Northern branch., It
in a wiidly picturesque country, amoug thickly
wooded hills, and comprises 400 scres. These
grounds cost 100,000, and every dollar of the
money was raised by the loya women of Mil.
waukee and turned over to the government as
an inducement to locute the home there, The
buildiogs are massive but plag, and stand in
the center of well arranged grounds, bright-
ened with flowers, fountaine and lakes,

The Western brauch is near Fort Leaven.
worth, in havsas, 10 8 pioturesque and healthy
spot, ltswmnds high up on wooded hilis over-
looking the Missouri river, and gives a view of
aL expanse of prairig and u deils such as

laid out in wide avenuecs which wind among
the trees and have borders of beautiful flowers.
A lorty-aore woodland park along tha Missis-
sinewa river has rustioc chairs and benches,
made by the wveteraus, scattered throwgh it,
The Marion Home, though young, has a splen-
did start, and will be one of the most beautiful
of the seven before many years.

The general life of the veterans in the na-
tional homes is desigued to be as eomfortable
and agreeable as it can he made, The men are

Biack Avene, Marion, Ind,, Home,

uniformed in the army blue, housed, fed, at
tended when ill and supplied with all the
creature comforts aad meatsl entertainments
practioab ¢ in such eircametances, On risiog
the veterans take break sasl, then siroll about,
smoke, read, chat or play gsies till dinoer,
After that the Jounge and amus=ae theinselves at
will till suppertime. Then ihey spend a few
hours in various diversions, aud in due time
retire 10 comfortable beds in well-aired dormi-
tories. Each member is allowed the greatest
personal liberty eompatible with good order
and the general welfare.

It isan interesung sight to see the veterans
at meals in the great dining hails. The Eoast-
ern branch dining room seats 650 men at once,
the Central 2,024 tha Wettern 1,100, and the
others scmewhsat less, The bill of fare has
everything in ite seanon and ischanged weekly.
The hospital fare is in charge of the surgeou.
Most of the old fellows never were g0 well fed
before in their lives, The kitchens where the
food i1a prepared for the larger homes are
worth & wisit. Huge copper cauldrons, as
bright as a new penany, are nzed for cooking
vegeiables and the ranges are leviathans, An
ox would fee¢l lopesome 1n the cavernous
ovens, [he dining rouvma are as olean as
scoured hard wood can be made, anddhe long
rows of tables arc set with precision only made
possible by the visible presence of brass-headed
tacks, which looate to s epiinter the exsot posi-
tion of plate, bow!, caster, sirup cup and wus-
terd pot,

The inmeates are in no ecase eompelled to
work, although in each branch are workshops
wliere the mechanioel arts are pursued with

Maurshalltown Home,

proper compensation by thoss so inecl!in-d,

Unfortunately the majority will not work a .d
can’t be indoced to. The consequent iack of
occupation aud purpose makes the men men-

tal and physical wreoks .ong before their time,
STATE HOMES,

Beside the seven branches of the National
Home there are twenty States that have estab-
lished State homes, where the siok and dis-
abled veterans within the borders are taken
eare of, housed, fed, clothed and doectored ex-

actly as in the national institutions,

Among the first established was the Iowa
State Home, located ot Marshalitown, Its
buildings are of beauti’ul design and artistic
tinish, surrounded by grounds laid cut 1n ave-
nues and graveled paths with 1euntaine and
flowers interspersed, It has 1i' & v, chapel,
places of amusement, embulance iur the veter-
ans to ride in aud its roomy baildings in which

| about 400 are _omre-l for are construcied on
| strietly soientific plsas,

The State Sold.ery’
Ifome of New York is at Dath, apnd its
spacious and baudsowe buildines accommo-
gate V00 veterans, The State Home at Quiney,
[il., 18 & 80 & besutiful piace where 550 veter-
ansin comfore and quiet await tae muster out,
Tne South Dakota IHome is at Hot Sprongs,
in the midet of & rugeedly piciurssque land-
scape. It s about 3,500 feet above sen |ovel
and its bundred inmates have ti.e benefi: of
the wonderful hot medicinal springs, 1ts one
big buildiag is a subsiautial aflsir of fine white
gandsione and can accommodate 225 men, The
sStote Home of Minnesots is st Minnehaha, No
art can enhance or strengthen the jmpressive-
ness o the scene in which the homme is set, Its
150 inwates oughbt to be happy. The Michigan
tHom-, with substantial barracks for 5.0, is lo-
cated ut Graod Rapids. The Ohio State llome
at Yandusky is one o! the show spouts of the
State, Its fine Llue limestone buildings quar.
ter 500 veteraus, Peunnsylvaunia’s home at Erie
takes cure of about S0, Tue Vermont Home
at Bennington has fifty inmates. The New
Hawpshire Home at Tilton has about the same
pumber as Vermont. Toe Woman's Kelief
Corps of the State furoiashed the quarters in
good substantial style, The Massschusetts
[lome at Cnelsea has accommodations for
loltﬁ:thinb%;nr two lﬁmdnd.
¢ rthode lsland Home comprises 110 acres,
ou the historig hills back of Bristol over.

{
Ty Wy

""'." -:I. el e e Y

looking the Narragansets .. The site was
presented by the eitizens dtz-hu. It necome
modates seventy-five vejernns. The Conneotis
cut Home at Narcion has splendid quarters
for 300. The New Jersey lHome at Kearne
has five barracks for the 400 jnmates 0..[;
fornia’s home at Yountville was oune of the
first eatablished; it cares for sbout three hune
dred, The pretty hittie bowe of Colorado is af
Monte Vista, where twenty-five old fellows are
made comfortable. The bome of far away
Washington cares for forty-ome veteraus st
Orting.

In the Swte homes mentioned ounly the old
so:.diers are oared for. In lhm‘uu. Ne-

braska, Wisconsin and Kansas, ihere are other
r——

Fort Dodge Home,

rules, In the Nebraska Home at Grand
Island the soldiers, smailors, their dependent
wives, children and widows were once taken
osre of, The priviieges were disgracefuliy
abused and were eurtailed until now oaly
wives, widows snd army nurses who have
passed fifty can gain admittance. Siztyseven
are cared for, In Wisconsin wives and widows
are admitted to the home at Woupaca, where
the cottage system is in vogue. It seems to
work admiratly,

The State Home of Kansas is unlike any of
the other homes. It is the only State home in
which Congress has recogoized and provided
for others than disabled soldiers and sailors as
beneficiaries. It is domiciled in the old Fors
Dodge bui dings, purchased from the governe
ment {or the purpose by Lewis Post of Dodge
City, It now oomprises 347 acres. The oid
buildings were constructed nearly twenty-five
years ago of brown sandstone taken from sande
hill quarries nezr by, They are grouped in rege
ular barrack fashion along three sides of & reo-
tangle, the fourth slopiug gently to the Are
kausas river, a few rods distant. The home is
run on the family plan. Veteravs and their
dependent wives, widows and minor children
are admitted. The single men have small
rooms in the old barrscks, which has been
nicely fitted up for their eomfort, and eat ab
the mess table. Pretty cottages, now numbers
ing thirty, are fitted uo for the families. They
a:e neat one-story s'ructures, with three rooms,
closets aud cellar, They are completely fure
nished for occupancy. There isa regular store
and storek-eper and the list of edibles fure
pished embraces everything in the markes,
green, sulied, canned, pickeled or pressrved,
LEsch family selects on Saturday what will ba
needed for the week. There s no limit to
quantity or number of articles, There is s good
schioolhouse where the fifty children are tanght
by two teachers. Most of the lasud is under
cultivation, This home has no steam plant,
the primitive method of lighting by kerosene
is followed and the water power is & windwmill,
The grounds abonut the houses and on the pa-
rade ground are crass sown, but there are no
trees of any size within five miles. Two things
strike the stranger, the ocean of untflecked bine
sky, theillim table expanse of billowlag praizie,
It is truly a frontier soldiers’ home, It has so-
commodations for 200, More than two-thirde
of the inmates are women and echildren., The
men are uniformed in blue with & sunflower
button. All are clothed, boused, fed and doge
tored without expease to themselves,

The iumates of the State seldiers’ homes
number about 6,000; in the National Home—
exclusive of the Washiagton Home—npearly
15,000. As to the inture of the homes, compe-
tent official experts prediot that the maximum
will not be reached before 1505, if even then,
in the State homes the maximum will not be
reached much before 1505 or laier.
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SHOTS ON THE SKIRMISH LINE.

Connectiont sent to the war one-tenth of hep
population and 13,000 more than her quots
of men,

The Fifth Army Corps pnrueipnod‘ in eighty-
six battles and beats the record. No flag can
contain them all,

General 1'hil Kearney was the first Amerioan
ofiicer aver decorated with the legion of Lonop
by Ewporor Nepoleon.

Jan, 20, 1561, Jetierson Davis and the other
Senators from Mississippi, Alabama and Flos
ida, witbdrew from the Seanate of the United
Dtates,

ktias llepner, who was shotand killed inn
row in Leadville, Col,, In 1581, was the lasy
rebel to lny down Lis arms, Le was a Tenness
see guerrilla,

The Fifty-sixth Ohio and Thirty-‘ourth Ine
diana regiments took the first Lattery at the
battle of Port Gibson, and to them is socorded
the first victory 1o the Vickeburg campaign.

Governor Harris, of Tennessee, in reply ta
President Lineuln’s Grst eall for 75000 men
said: “Tennessee has not one man for coereion,
vut fifty thousand for the delense of her South-
ern brethren.”

The first time during the war that a passens
ger train was oiptured und robbed was in Feb-
ruary, 1864, when the rebe s got bold of the Bal«
timore express train for Wheeling, near Keare
neysville, W. Va,

The most daring and desperate aet of the
war by any battery has oeen eredited by both
Union and confederates to Battery D, Fifih
United States Artillery, aud occurred st the
battle of Spotisylvania, May 13, 1564,

When the war broke out thers ware six
hundred officers iun the regular army of the
United States, and 269 of them resigned their
commissions and entered the confederacy army,
torming nearly the whole statl of that srmy,

The first woman killed 1n the war was Mra,
Judith Henry, =& confirmed invalid of oighiy,
Her home, the home of the Henrys for nearly
a century, stood nearly in the center of the
battlefield of first Bull Bun and the bouse was
riddled with shot and shell. Mes, Heury was
killed by an exploding ehell, snd was buried
ou the west side of the farm, where ber son
still lives and keeps her grave bright with
flowers,

Un the 13th of February, 1861, in the pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Repressnia.
tives, John (, Breckinrnidge, Viee President of
the United States, declared Abrabam Lineoln
duty elected President of the United Staies,
Mr, Breckintidge had himsel! been & formid.
able candidsate in that memorable race for the
presidenny as the representative of a Iaction
which bad predetermined to make that election
the occasion of breaking in pieces the govern-

went of which they had so long bad alwost ab-

solute contrel,
——— e B A

THoke Smidi's Action.

Philadelphia Press,

Secrevary lioke Smith's change in b
pension policy 14 & listle belated, It shoul
have been mnde when the Nrst Cass arose
under it. as the injnstice of cuttingoll &
man's pension, without giving bim »
olance to defend it is self-evident and
most tlagrant. Now that it is rescived to
suspend no oue except his papera show on
their face that Le is not euntitled Lo & pen.
sion, the Pension HBurean shoula in de-
concy and justice restore all the pensioners
who have been suspended without a bear-
ing and ou other grounds than the insuill-
civncy of their papers. When men are
drawing & psnsion without & Jegnl right to
do this they ought to be cat ofi the pupsion
list, bot the fact that they are nulawially
enrolled should be indubitably established
befors the kuife falls, It the papers in the
case show conclusive'y lbll_!he beneliciary
isdrawing a pension to which he has ne
Jawiul cluinm, that is saflicient rveason fou
etriking his pame immedistely from the
pensior roll. lat with the Peasion Office
in hostile hands there 18 Feason Lo fear thay
techuica! and uosubstantial defecisin the
papers will be held a suflicient reason for
throw.ng out meritorious aud rightful pens
sloners
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The RKenal i lierary Couter,
Minneapolis Tribune

The Boston papers want to know whare.
the literary center 18 if it has forsakes Hos-
ton. lake the population ceunter, it is
somewhere in Indians If yon doabt 18
ask the fellow townsmen of Lew Wallace
or James W Litcomb Kiley,

S —
The Considersie u‘lmo
New York Commeroal Advertisar,

Josiah Qnincy wounld resigo 1a & minute,
don’t you know, only he is so afraid the
country could not get along without him.
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A Southern Frediction,

Char'eston Noews and Coar er,
The conutry is too big to hold together,
It is not viessiug to “loyal” ears to hear
shis, but i1t appears to be Ll .
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